[Expression of CD44 molecule and its significance in uveal and conjunctival melanomas].
The aim of this study was to evaluate the role of over expression of CD44 molecule in the development and progression of uveal and conjunctival melanomas. Flow cytometry (FCM) and immunofluorescence methods were used for detecting the CD44V expression in uveal malignant melanomas (UMM), conjunctival nevi (CN) and conjunctival malignant melanomas(CMM). The expression content of CD44 in 7 cases of CMM was significantly higher than that in 5 cases of CN (P < 0.05); the CD44V positive expression percentages in 7 cases of CMM and 40 cases of UMM were 71.43% and 62.50% respectively; the expression content of CD44V in UMM was related to scleral invasion (P = 0.0105); there was a negative correlation between the expression content of CD44V and proliferative index (PI), S-phase fraction (SPF) (P < 0.01; P < 0.05). The results suggested that the over expression of CD44V might be involved in the development of CMM and UMM and related to local infiltration ability of UMM and that the CD44V expression content detected by FCM might be helpful in discriminating CN From CMM, but this waited for further research confirmation.